
East End Connector and the Butner Gateway Project: 

Two projects that have the potential to dramatically increase the demographic growth of southern Granville County and the 

Butner/Creedmoor area are the East End Connector Project and the proposed Butner Gateway Project. 

The East End Connector is already under construction with a completion date in the next couple of years.  The connector is going to 

substantially shorten commuting times from northeast Durham/Granville County to areas in southern Durham, RTP, and Raleigh.  

This will increase the “livability” of Butner in the next few years, and the relative affordability should be a big draw for families who 

are starting to be priced out of Durham and Chapel Hill. 

Currently, commuters have to endure a number of stoplights and traffic headaches as they drive from northeast Durham down to I-

40.  The new connector will save a substantial amount of time and aggravation as it connects the Durham Freeway with I-40, and I-

85 via US 70. 

From a recent article on the groundbreaking of the project: 

DURHAM (WTVD) -- More than 55 years after the idea was first proposed, work on the East End Connector linking U.S. Highway 70 to 

Highway 147 in Durham is beginning. 

"This will be a route especially for the persons in northern Durham, that want to get to the Raleigh Durham airport, that even want to 

get into downtown Durham without necessarily having to go the routes that they take now," said Durham Mayor Bill Bell. 

First introduced back in 1959, the $142 million, 3.9-mile project will mean a direct connection between the Durham Freeway to U.S. 

70 just north of the N.C. 98 intersection - creating a link between I-85 and I-40, the Triangle Expressway, and U.S. 1 in southern Wake 

County. 

"Hopefully companies that now might want to relocate in the northern part of the county will no longer have an issue of being able to 

get down into Durham and to the airport as they do now," he explained. 

Article here:  http://abc11.com/traffic/durham-breaks-ground-on-us-70-to-hwy-147-east-end-connector/676402/  

 

http://abc11.com/traffic/durham-breaks-ground-on-us-70-to-hwy-147-east-end-connector/676402/


 



 

 

 

 

 

  



The second project is the Butner Gateway Project.  This is a project that has been gaining an increasing amount of support from 

many key Granville County, Butner, and Creedmoor political and business leaders.  A multi-year study has just been completed (a 

large engineering firm, Kimberley Horn, was engaged to conduct the summary), and the draft report was released just a couple of 

weeks ago. 

The land being studied is a large, undeveloped nearly 500 acre parcel of land that runs along I-85 from exit 189 to exit 191, and the 

western edge of the proposed project area is East C Street, just a few blocks down from Fisher Apartments, which are located on 

West C Street. 

The project planners envision a large, multi-use project, with office, retail, residential housing and transportation hubs included.  

This is definitely a long-term project, but it demonstrates the development potential of the greater Butner/Creedmoor area, 

particularly in light of the rapid growth in Durham and the 10 and 20 year population growth projections 

More on the Butner Gateway Project can be found on the following links, and I have included a few aerials on the following pages: 

http://www.butnergateway.com/   

http://www.butnernc.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/butner-gateway/   

These two projects – the East End Connector and the proposed Butner Gateway Project – should be supportive of real estate in the 

greater Butner area.  Even before projects are launched, shrewd investors will be purchasing land and buildings in anticipation of the 

project starting.  As the project commences, a variety of workers from laborers to office staff and construction personnel will be 

commuting to – and potentially living in – the town of Butner.   

Given the Fisher Apartments are located just a few blocks from the project’s western-most border, and given their attractive price 

point and relatively large, two floor, design, the ability of the LLC to increase rents to market levels is substantially increased.  

Furthermore, the likelihood of longer term rent growth in the area is also increased. 

The Fisher Apartments are an attractive acquisition even without the Butner Gateway Project occurring – the East End Connector by 

itself will bring a large number of commuters to the area – but if the Butner Gateway Project does continue to move forward, it is 

just another positive for the investment. 

http://www.butnergateway.com/
http://www.butnernc.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/butner-gateway/


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


